[Search of a cephalometric reference line].
The variability of cephalometric reference lines is examined in this article with regard to typology, natural orientation of the head, orientation by the vestibular system, and anatomy. It appears that these lines have orientations that vary with individual subjects, that is, a line is not the same in a specific person as it is in a theoretical model that is based on average values. It follows from this that the deviation observed between a patient's measurement and the average could just as well reflect variations in the reference lines as it does of those of the structures being studied. Such a measurement cannot, accordingly, serve as the basis for a morphological diagnosis. To deal with this problem, we propose another cephalometric reference system that presents, for orthognathic diagnosis, many advantages over the traditional system but, itself, remains imperfect.